SAFFRON WALDEN TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of Full Council Meeting

Date of meeting: Monday 8" June 2026 at 7.30pm

Present Councillors: Abercrombie, Asker, Brett, Curtis (Mayor), Eke, Freeman, Hawke-Smith
and Shotropa

Officers:

Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer

Public: None present
FC 099-26 | Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Clirs Jones, McLellan, Porch and Reeve.
Absent Clirs Ahmed, Coote, de Vries, Fiddy, McBirnie and Parker
FC 100-26 | A minute’s silence was held for the late Sir Alan Haselhurst
FC 101-26 | Declarations of Interest
Clirs Asker and Freeman declared generic non-pecuniary interests as District
Councillors for Uttlesford District Council (UDC).
FC 102-26 | Public Speaking Time
There were no questions arising.
FC 103-26 | Updates from 34 parties — for information only
(a) Committee received the written report from Cllr P Gadd as the Essex County
Councillor and further noted the County Councillors response as “I'm afraid that
given the issues around minute taking at SWTC meetings, | think it's unlikely
that | will attend them; you are welcome to explain this reason to the council-
lors”.
Council was strongly disappointed with the response and confirmed there are
no issues with the minute taking at SWTC meetings.
Resolved: To continue to invite the County Councillor to Full Council meetings.
(b) Council received a verbal update from UDC Councillors, noting the UDC Plan-
ning Department has won an award.
Resolved: To write to UDC forwarding the Town Council’s congratulations on
this achievement.
FC 104-26 | Mayor’s Communications

Council received the Mayor’s written update report.
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FC 105-26

To verify the Minutes of the Town Council meetings

Both the 12.05.2026 Annual (General) Meeting and 12.05.2026 Full Council minutes
were accepted as a true and accurate record of the meetings and signed by the
Mayor.

FC 106-26

To receive the Minutes of the Previous Meetings

Council received and noted the minutes from the following Committee meetings:
Planning and Transport 14.05.26 (Approved minutes)

Planning and Transport 28.05.26 (draft minutes)
e Finance and Establishment 18.05.26 (draft minutes)
e Assets and Services 26.05.2026 (draft minutes)

FC 107-26

Committee and Working Group Membership - Clir Brett
Council noted:

(a) At the Annual (General) Meeting the committee and working group memberships
were established — it was acknowledged that newly appointed Clir Brett’s
membership will be determined at this Council meeting.

(b) The resignation of Clir Denise Jones from both the Planning & Transport and
Assets & Services Committee (she remains a Town Councillor).

Unanimously resolved:
(c) To appoint Clir Brett as a member of the Assets and Services Committee.

(d) To appoint Clir Hawke-Smith as a member of the Assets and Services
Committee, and his resignation from the Finance and Establishment Committee
(to balance out Committee membership).

FC 108-26

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025-26 (Annual Return)

The RFO presented the following financial documents, as considered and approved
for recommendation to Full Council from the Finance and Establishment Committee
(at its May 2026 committee meeting).

a) Annual Internal Audit Report

b) Annual Governance Statement 2025-26

C) Reconciliation documents for the year ended 31st March 2026, including:
1. Variances explanation

2. Reconciliation document

3. Working details for annual return
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4. Detailed Income and Expenditure Accounts
5. Balance sheet

6. Bank reconciliation pro-forma

d) Asset Register as at 31st March 2026

e) Dates for the period of exercise of public rights commencing on Monday 22nd
June — 318t July 2026.

f) Section 1 of the Annual Governance Statement

It was Unanimously Resolved: To receive and approve all the AGAR documents (a-f
above) as presented.

FC 109-26

Budget Setting 2027/28

Council noted the Finance & Establishment (Sub-Committee) Terms of Reference for
Budget Setting 2027/28 were agreed at the Annual (General) Meeting held on
12.05.2026 and that any percentage increase/decrease parameters would be consid-
ered at this Council meeting.

Resolved: To adopt the Finance & Establishment (Sub-Committee) Terms of Reference
for Budget Setting (27/28) with a recommended increase no greater than inflation.
Council noted the challenge of achieving this in recognition of additional monies re-
quired to meet full election costs in May 2027.

FC 110-26

Policies

(a) Health and Safety Policy
(b) Environmental Statement

Unanimously resolved: To re-adopt the above policies (a & b) as proposed with no
changes.

(c) Standing Orders

Council noted that the National Association of Local Councils has published a revised
Standing Order template, amending Model Standing Order section 14 to better reflect
Code of Conduct requirements with sections 14.a, 14.b, and 14.c have been removed.

Unanimously resolved: To Remove STO 14.a and 14.c and retain 14.b (save for
where 14.b references STOs 14.a and 14.b).

FC 111-26

Clerks Update Report (Three Times Annually — Last presented February 2026)

Council received and noted the written update report, providing a summary update on
all Council services for information.
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Given the time taken by ECC in delivering the Market Square pedestrianisation project,
Members requested a specific update on this at the next meeting, including a copy of
the current TRO situation.

FC 112-26 | Update on Hybrid Meetings Opportunities and Code of Conduct
Council noted that it had been widely anticipated that the King’s speech on 13.05.26
would include draft legislation on the following:
(a) Ability to allow Town/Parish Councils to conduct meetings online,
(b) Proposed amendments to the Code of Conduct
Unfortunately, neither were included in the King’s speech and progression of these mat-
ters at a national level is awaited.
FC 113-26 | Clir Training
Council noted:
(a) Councillors are reminded of the obligation to attend the online General Data
Protection webinar - members are asked to complete this by August 2026.
Further details and support can be provided by Officers as required.
(b) All committees have been invited to request training topics at their May
meetings. Details of training will be circulated to all councillors in due course.
FC 114-26 | Reports from other Meetings
ClIr Asker reported on the Digit Allotment open day on 07.06.26 which was very well
attended and interesting.
Clir Hawke-Smith reported on the launch of the Big Green festival by UDC on
05.06.26
FC 115-26 | Additional Forthcoming Meetings
Council noted:
(a) The Saffron Walden 33 Engineer Regiment Freedom Parade will take place on
Sunday 26th July 2026 from 10am. This will be a civic, robed event with and
SWTC is taking the role of event manager.
FC 116-26 | Urgent ltems
No matters raised.
FC 117-26 | Date and time of Next meeting(s)

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 13 July 2026 at 7.30pm in The Town Hall,
Saffron Walden.

The Mayor closed the meeting at 9.10pm
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