Paul Gadd County Councillor Update

Saffron Walden Town Council — Council 9/2/26 and Planning and Transport Committee 12/2/26

[Note, items in italics are repeats from last month, still unresolved]

1. Flooding and drainage issues:
[I’ve been contacted by the owner of the Old Sun Inn about the blocked drains outside the
building on Church Street. Essex Highways are in the process of arranging for their

a.

b.

clearance, but inevitably it will involve a temporary road closure of Church St.] . I've had

no further update.

I’m not aware of any other flooding issues currently despite the rain over the last month.

2. Highways generally:

a. Linden Homes s.106:

b.

C.

As | reported to the January P&T meeting, Clir Fiddy (as a UDC councillor) and |
met with various Essex Highways officers to chase on the Linden Homes s5.106
monies at the start of December. Subsequently, the new Highways officer, Rob
MacDonald, visited Saffron Walden on 7/1/26, and | spent some 3 hours with
him talking through the history of the requests and the Linden Homes money
and walking all of the relevant roads where we have requested demand
management schemes, and the town centre generally;

Mr MacDonald was extremely helpful, and positive to the need for the schemes,
and is clearly very attuned to the issues of children walking to school safely. He
was clearly sensitive to possible political risk, having experienced issues before
where county councillors have objected to demand management schemes —
both | and ClIr Fiddy have assured him that SWTC, UDC and | in my county
councillor role are fully behind the schemes requested;

Subsequent to the meeting, Mr MacDonald confirmed that he had obtained
£50,000 in design funding money (s.106 money is supposed to be spent on
delivery not design) to conduct scoping assessments and designs of the schemes
requested, and hopes to have those in March. He confirmed that they are
looking just at the demand management schemes that | have put forward on
behalf of SWTC, and not at the Debden Rd / London Road / Borough Lane 1-way
proposal;

| have also been in contact with SWCHS and their head has again confirmed their
support for a shared use path along the front of the school, and the availability
of their land. I've passed this on to Essex Highways.

| haven’t been chased on any significant road issues, but let me know if there are any.

I've put forward most of the potholes that you notified me of in the recent members

pothole scheme, and will let you know when these are timetabled for repair. Thaxted Rd

has in theory been resurfaced this week but | haven’t yet had a chance to see how much

has been done.

I’'ve been notified of the following:

i.

“the intended closure of Abbey Lane, Saffron Walden, due to commence on 15th
February 2026 for 8 days. The closure is required for the safety of the public and
workforce while Anglian Water undertakes sewer cleaning works..



3. LHP matters:

a.

We had an LHP meeting on 19/1/26 and in theory the dropped kerbs on Thaxted Rd and
Ashdon Rd (an extremely poor substitute for the requested crossings) should be being
delivered shortly.

4. Education:

a.

5. Buses:
a.

I’'ve been notified that a Cabinet decision has been made to provide about £2m in 5.106
funding to the Saffron Academy Trust to enable them to build a specialist SEND
accommodation block for up to 40 pupils, due to be completed by August 2026. The
proposal is to site it in the car park at the front of SWCHS. As you’ll be aware, there is
currently no specialist school provision in Uttlesford;

Ofsted and the CQC are currently carrying out a SEND inspection of Essex. As you know,
ECC has had major issues with their SEND assessments. I'll let you know what comes out
of this.

As you know, ECC conducted a consultation before Christmas on the subsidised bus
services in Essex. They have since announced that they are proposing to cancel the
59/590/320 and 321 bus services, which will remove all of the buses serving London
commuter trains and reduce by about 40% the buses between Wendens Ambo / Audley
End Station and Saffron Walden, and 70% of the peak time buses. It would also remove
the last buses serving villages such as Radwinter and Sewards End, and significantly
reduce the buses in this area.

| understand that there were 750 responses to the consultation from across Essex other
than this area, and 690 in relation to these services, with 682 opposing the cuts, and
90% of those against saying that they would not be able to make their journeys if the
bus route was cut. The consultation responses seem to have been ignored, and a
decision made purely on the level of the ECC subsidy;

| wrote to the cabinet member for highways on 28/1/26 asking him to reverse this
decision, but have yet to receive any response at all. | have chased on 5/2/26. Clir Foley
and | have been invited to a meeting with the head of passenger services on 10/2/26.

6. ECC matters

a.

The Government have now confirmed that the ECC elections will go ahead this year, on
the basis of the revised boundaries, so Uttlesford will now have 5 county councillors. The
Saffron Walden division will stay broadly as it is, but Langley and Arkesden will move to
the Newport division. Assuming Local Government Reorganisation does go to plan, my
understanding is that it is intended that:
i. ECC councillors would be elected in May 2026 for a 2-year term to 2028;
ii. InMay 2027, there would be elections for the “shadow” new unitary authorities;
iii. District elections due in May 2027 would be postponed, so that district
councillors would serve another year;
iv. In May 2028, district and ECC councillors would stand down and the “shadow”
unitary councillors would take over.
| haven’t yet anything concerning the Government response to the councils’ request for
LGR in Essex (ie which of the 3, 4 or 5 unitary council options is favoured).
There is a Full Council meeting on 12/2/26, the main item of business being to approve
the annual budget and corporate plan. Council tax will increase by 3.95%.



