
Paul Gadd County Councillor Update 

Saffron Walden Town Council – Planning and Transport Committee 8/1/26  

[Note, items in italics are repeats from last month, still unresolved] 

1. Flooding and drainage issues: 

a. I’ve been contacted by the owner of the Old Sun Inn about the blocked drains outside 

the building on Church Street. Essex Highways are in the process of arranging for their 

clearance, but inevitably it will involve a temporary road closure of Church St. 

2. Highways generally: 

a. Cllr Fiddy (as a UDC councillor) and I met with various Essex Highways officers to chase 

on the Linden Homes s.106 monies at the start of December. Their only plan under 

consideration was to refloat the Borough Lane / Debden Rd one-way scheme. At the end 

of the call, Cllr Fiddy and I were cautiously optimistic that we had convinced Highways 

that SWTC wants demand management schemes only, particularly given the highways 

history in Saffron Walden and the absence of them. I have an update with the 

Highwaysofficer on 7/1/26, so may be able to give more detail after that. We have 

reiterated the previous requests, that we would like to see some or all of the following 

delivered: 

i. Pedestrian/cycle path from SWCHS to Saxon Way; 

ii. Market square pedestrianisation; 

iii. Zebra crossing on Ashdon Rd; 

iv. Zebra crossing on Thaxted Rd; 

v. Street collar / pinch point on Ross Close opposite Katherine Semar; 

vi. Traffic island on Borough Lane near to the London Rd junction 

b. I haven’t been chased on any significant road issues, but let me know if there are any. 

c. I’ve been notified of the following: 

i. “the intended closure of Mill Lane, due to commence on 28th January 2026 for 3 

days. The closure is required for the safety of the public and 

workforce while Affinity Water undertakes Unknown fit stop tap and boundary 

box works.”; 

ii. “the intended closure of East Street, due to commence on 11th January 

2026 for 1 day. The closure is required for the safety of the public and 

workforce while Openreach undertakes duct blockage works” 

iii. the intended closure of Thaxted Road, due to commence on 2nd February 

2026 for 4 nights (20.00-05.00). The closure is required for the safety of the 

public and workforce while Essex County Council  undertakes surface dressing 

works. 

3. LHP matters:  

a. Nothing further to report on the dropped kerbs. I have finally had a conversation with an 

officer who engenders more confidence, and she has assured me that all schemes are 

roughly on track. We have an LHP meeting on 19/1/26 so I’ll provide an update after 

that. 

4. Education: 



a. I’ve been notified that a Cabinet decision has been made to provide about £1.1m in 

s.106 funding to the Saffron Academy Trust to enable them to replace the current 

temporary year 6 classrooms at RAB with a permanent building, due to be completed by 

August 2026 

5. Buses: 

a. I’ve heard nothing further following the end of the consultation period for the proposed 

changes to the buses serving Saffron Walden.  

6. ECC matters 

a. Local Government Reorganisation – just a reminder that the Government’s public 

consultation on the 4 options submitted to them by the Essex councils is open until 11 

January and details of how to participate can be found at 

https://www.essexlgrhub.org/have-your-say; 

b. On 18/12/25, Government wrote to the Councils proposing reorganisation asking for 

their views on whether to postpone the May 2026 elections again. Responses are due by 

15/1/26. I’ve heard nothing from ECC, but suspect that they will request a 

postponement. I’ve attached a copy of the letter from Government fyi 

https://www.essexlgrhub.org/have-your-say

