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SAFFRON WALDEN TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of Full Council Meeting 

 
Date of meeting:   Monday 12th January 2026 at 7.30pm 

 
Present Councillors:  Cllrs Abercrombie, Ahmed (Mayor), Asker, Curtis, de Vries, Eke, 
Freeman, Fiddy, Hawke-Smith, Jones, McLellan, Parker, Porch and Reeve 
 
Officers:  Deputy Town Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer  
 
Public:    One member of the public present - observing the meeting   

   

FC 007-26 Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Coote, McBirnie and Shotropa 
Absent Cllr Gadd  
 

FC 008-26 Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllrs Ahmed, Asker, Freeman, Fiddy and Reeve declared generic non-pecuniary 
interests as District Councillors for Uttlesford District Council (UDC). 
 

FC 009-26 Public Speaking Time  
 
There were no questions arising. 
 

FC 010-26 Updates from 3rd parties – for information only 

(a) Council noted the update from Essex County Councillor (as provided at the 

P&T Committee meeting 08.01.26) 

(b) No specific update was given by the District Councillors 

FC 011-26 Mayor’s Communications 
 
Council received the Mayor’s update report, members congratulated the Mayor, 
Mayoress and Deputy Mayor for their continued efforts. 
 

FC 012-26 To verify the Minutes of the Town Council meetings  
 
The 01.12.2025 Full Council minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of  
the meetings and signed by the Mayor.  

 

FC 013-26 To receive the Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
 
Council received and noted the minutes from the following Committee meetings: 

• Planning and Transport 27.11.2025 (draft minutes)   

• Finance and Establishment 19.12.2025 (draft minutes) 

• Finance and Establishment Sub-Committee (budget) 07.11.25 (approved) 

• Finance and Establishment Sub-Committee (budget) 15.12.25 (draft) 
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FC 014-26 Budget 2026/27 

Council received and considered the budget reports, as recommended by the Finance 

& Establishment Sub-Committee (Budget) and the Finance & Establishment Commit-

tee.  

Cllr Freeman proposed adoption of the presented budget and this was seconded by 

Cllr Reeve.  

It was resolved to adopt the proposed budget, recognising:  

• A total budget of £1,962,450 

• Less anticipated income of £392,015 

• Nett budget prior to consideration of Band D numbers: £1,570,435 

• Precept of £1,543,009 (in considering Band D numbers)  

• Represented by a 5% increase on Band D  

 

The 2026/27 precept request form was signed by the Mayor and Deputy Town Clerk, 

acknowledging an increase of 5% 

FC 015-26 Annual Governance Review 

Council noted the accounts for 2024/25 have been signed off by the external auditor, 

thanking the RFO for his efforts.   

FC 016-26 Committee and working group membership 

Council noted, Cllr Fiddy was elected in November 2025 and has since attended meet-

ings to gain some experience of the remit of each, although she has not yet been for-

mally appointed to any committees or working groups. 

It was resolved to: Appoint Cllr Fiddy as a member of the Finance & Establishment 

Committee and the Climate Change & Environment Working Group.  

FC 017-26 Asset Devolution 

Council noted the written update regarding asset devolution opportunities from UDC.  

FC 018-26 Highways Update: Market Square and S106 monies (Radwinter Road site)  

Council received the written update regarding the above outstanding Highways matters; 

further noting:  

i. Cllrs Fiddy and Gadd met with Essex Highways in December regarding use of 

the Linden Homes S106 Highways Monies to fund demand-measures (which 

could include the Market Square Pedestrianisation). Essex Highways is not 

seeking progression of the one-way Borough Lane Scheme.  
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ii. Essex Highways Officers confirmed they are preparing a draft TRO which will be 

presented to Full Council.  

It was resolved to:  

a. Uphold SWTC’s objection to the historically proposed one-way Borough Lane 

Scheme.  

b. Appoint Cllr Fiddy to attend future meetings with Essex County Council 

alongside SWTC officers for updates on these matters.    

 

FC 019-26 UDC Budget Consultation 2026/27 

Council noted, as part of its 2026/27 budget process, UDC is consulting on its core 

priorities. 

It was resolved: Not to respond to the consultation. 

FC 020-26 Reports from other Meetings  
 
No meetings reported.  
 

FC 021-26 Additional Forthcoming Meetings  
 
No meetings reported.  
 

FC 022-26 Urgent Items  
 
No matters raised.  
 

FC 023-26 Date and time of Next meeting(s) 

The Mayor reminded all that the next meeting is scheduled for Monday 9th February 
 

 
The Mayor closed the meeting at 8.34pm 


