Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25
We acknowledge as the members of

SAFFRON WALDEN TOWN COUNCIL

aur rasp-unsi_bilit:.f for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal contral, induding arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Staterments. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect ko the Accounting Statements for the vear ended 31 March 2025 that

1. Vo have put in place arangements for efiective fraecial prepaed iy socouniing SEiSTaE it SoneTance
ranssgement during e year, and for T pregaeation of wilih he Acoounts snd Aol Repuiationg.

2. We maintained an acequats sysiem of interel coniral made pOoer ATANgemETE an Gocngied e mhilty
including measures designed to pravent and detect fraud fiov safaguanding e public monay and resouroes i
and eorruplion and reviewed B 7 8 chap,

3. 'We took all reasonabie steps o aSEuny CUrsERS g oy done what § has the legal power to do and fas
that tee ane o matiers of schual or polential comphhd wih Propar Fracices i doing s,

Practions that cowld have B sigrefcan framcial efiect
on the ability of this authority 1o conduct s
DUBINSSs OF MEnags i Snances.

4. ‘e provided proper opportunity during the year fior
he Exiicis of slecion’ nghts in accomiance with e
requinemants of T Accounts and Aodit Reguistions.

. 'We camied oul an assessmen of the risis facing this
satharity and iock approprisie sleps jo manags those
risks, including the introduction of inlemal controls andior
external Fsuranos cover whaene reguinea.

5. Wv'e mainisined hroughout e year an adeguate and
efpciive gyaiam of inlemal sudl of B acouniing
recoeds and contral gyEbeerd.

T, Wi bods appropiabl actiion on all matiens rased
In resports fromn indeenal and xiarmal gt

. We contaterad wisdhar sy [lgation, lailfes or
commilmants, avents oF FBnEscions, GocuTing eithar

coring the year gave AV persons infarssfed the oppoarfundy io
ingpact s Bk guasiions aboot BaE suthonly's sccounis,

consdennd and documanied M fnancis’ Bnd cdher meks F
foces and deakl with them propdy

aranged for & compeiant parson, independen of the financal
Intpmnal covdrply mad Bhe eods of (NiF ama ey SuTfenly
nesponaed o maders hroog's do B affentron By indema ang
ntevmal audi

dischased svaryfhing B shoold e aboot e Bissines poivly
during e year including events taking place affer She year

SNSRI B

during of after the year-end, ke & Enancial impact on and i raknvant.
this authonty and, whan aporopriate Fave inchuded Swem
in the acoounting stslements,

9. [For local councils only) Trus? funds including has et ol of itz regponsibiiies whene, as & body
charilable. In cur capacdity as the sofe managing corpamte, f iz & sole mansging rushes of 8 ool
inuesbee v CRSCharged our Booouniabilty bruest o trusts.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for éach ‘Ne’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Anmual Govemance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meating wherns
mieeting af the authority approval wes givan:
O‘%E 2015
and recerded as minute reference. Chair
fC 03815 - coudeed.
https:/isaffronwalden.gov.uk/
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

SAFFRON WALDEN TOWN COUNCIL

1. Balances brought Tatal balances and resenves at the beginmng of e year

farwand 854 994 614,986/ as recorded in the financial records. Vaive must agree fo
Bax T of pravious pear

. (*) Precept or Fates and Tolal amount of precepd (or for IDBE ralss and levias)
Levies 1,263,606 1,369, 838| received or recedvable in the year. Exclude any grants

recehed.

3. (+) Total other receipts Tola! income or receats a8 moorded in the cashbook loss

403,986 43:9,2531 the procept or rafesdevies recaived (ine 2). Incluce any
grants necesnd

4, (-) Siaff costs Todad expandifure af paymenis made fo and on behalf I

of aif emplcyess. Nciude pross salames and wages,
ETT'EEB 1,ﬂﬁ$.1ﬂ-ﬂ- ampioyens M o contnbutons, WI‘E‘W
cantributions, gratuiies smd SeVBVEnce Daymanta,

5. {-) Loan ineresticapital Total expandiure or payments of capital snd inferest
repayments 12,509 12,508 | made during the year on the sutharily’s bormowings (if any).

B, (=) Al other payments Tofal expendivre or paymeants a3 recorded in the cash-

1,017,498 823,966 took less staff costs (Une 4) and loan inferesticapital
rapayments flne 5.

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
M Lo 614,986 EAD.499| snad (19203 - (#4548, ¢ e

B. Total value of cash and The sum of all cument and Jepasl hank Sccounts, cash
Bhart fern Eveslments 475 Ted 502 575/ hoidings and shar ferm investments beid 52 8l 37 March —

To agroe with bank reconciliation.

8. Tobal Rxed assats plus Tha valve of all B propavty e aulforily owns = if i made
long term investments 4.161,942 &.161,114| up of al iz Srad assets and lang lem investments a5 af
and assels 31 March,

10. Tetal bormowings The owtstanding capital balsnce as ad 37 Manch of all loan

““ 140,042]  130,674] om thind parsoe incinting PWLE) |

For Local Counclls Gniy

118, Diaciosurs note re Trusd funds The Couvnci, as a body corporate, acls a5 sole iurstes and
Em[ﬂmﬁmaj i% regponsible for managing Trust funds or assels,

11b. Disclosure nole re Trusd funds The figunes in the accownting slalemenizs abave
(including charitable) sxclude any Trst frensacions.

[

I cartify that for the wear ended 31 March 2025 the Accourting | | confitm thal thess Accounting Statements wens

Statements in this Annual Govemnance and Accountability approved by this authority gn this date:

Return have been preparsd on either a recsipts and payments ﬁf Bl; 15

oF incomme and expendiune basis following the guidance in -?,ﬂ

Governance and Accountability for Smallar Authodities — a
Practiticnars” Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
thie financial positon of thes authority., 4"'

Signed by Responsible Fina before being
presented to

Date

as recordad in minute reference;

FC 083-25

Signed by Chair of the mesting wherne the Accounting
Statements wera approved

Ao d
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25

SAFFRON WALDEN TOWN COUNCIL

hitps:/saffronwalden.gov.uk/

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, this authority’s internal auditor acting independenily and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, camied out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2024/25 has been carmied out in accordance with this authorty's needs and planned coverage,
Cn the basis of the findings in the areas examinad, the intermnal audit conclusions are summarised in this table, Sel
cut below are the objectives of infernal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant regpects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
o maet the: needs of this authornity.

A, Appeopdiate accounting reconds have been propedy kept thraughout the Enancial vear,

B. This authority complied with its inancial regulations, payments were supponed by invices, all
expandiee was approved and VAT was appiopriadely accounted for,

C. This authonty assessed the significant rsks 1o achieving its abjectives and reviewed the adeguacy ,I I
[l

of arrangements io manage these,
D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgatary process; progress against
the budgat was regulady manitored: and redsres were appropriaba,

E. Expected income was fully received, based on comect prices, properdy recarded and promgpty
banked, and VAT wat appropriately accounted for.

F. Petly cash payments were propery supporied by receipis, all petfy cash expanditure was approved
and VAT appropriabely sccounted for.

G. Salafies by employess and allowances to membars were paid in accordance with iz aushoriy's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requinements ware properdy applied,

H. Assal and Invesiments regishers wene complele and accuraie and properdy mainkained.

I. Periodic bank account reconcillations wene properly carmied aul during the year,

. Accounting stabesments prepaned during the year were prepansd on the commect sceainling bass (recsipbs

and payments o income and expendibure), agreed to the cash book, supponied by an adequate audit
frail from underlying records and whens appropriate deblors and creditors were properly recormed,

K, i the authodity cestified itseif as exempt from & imited assuwrancs review in 202324, it met the
exemplon criteria and comactly declared Reall axampl (If the scibarily bad & Emited assurance
ravitw of its 202324 AGAR fick “hol covened)

L. The authorfy publizhed the reqguired information on a websiewebpage up o date at the time of the
intemal audit in accordance with the relevant legisiation,

M. I the yeds oovered by this AGAR, the authority comectly provided for a period for the exencse of
pubdlic rights as required by the Accounts and Awudit RegulaBons (during he 2024-25 AGAR period,
were pubiic nghts v reletion fo the 2023-24 AGAR evidanced by & noffce on ihe website andir
avihariy approved minutes confiming i dades sell.

M. The authodty has complied with the publication requiremenss for 202324 AGAR
{ses AGAR Page 1 Guidance Nales).

e
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Fer aty ofher risk arpas identified by this autharfy adequate cortrols exsted (ist

T

Signature of parson who =

earried out the intemal audit ‘ZA F ,j'-"'L._
5_'":'-'.-'-'-'..'. e e ':.I.:__ T _‘-.-‘_ o i 1
?m'm' . = diction being taken

1} ' 5 II T W 1 o L b h
S R G e e e i i E e e S A ey AR
S T = R L= Ty ey S gt P -

Annual Governance and Accountability Rieturn 202425 Form 3
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities



