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Agenda item: 6 

 
Summary 
 
In 2023 A&S Committee agreed not to install any additional grit bins in Saffron 
Walden, acknowledging the costs involved.  As per the 2023 report, costings are as 
follows:   
 

For 30 bins this equates to £7875.00 for the rock salt only. 
Labour and transport are £550.00. 
Total each refill cycle = £8425.00 

 
The purpose of this report is for Committee to consider the future 2025/26 budget 
provision for salt bins, noting the Budget WG recommends their removal.  
 
Situation  
 
SWTC has approximately 30 salt bins (see overleaf, those with a black logo are 
SWTC owned, those in red are owned by ECC).  It is acknowledged the map is not 
fully representative of all bins as more have been added in 2024 and this update not 
yet reflected in the map.  Following a Budget Working Group meeting on 24.10.24, 
the Budget WG requests A&S to reconsider SWTC’s salt bin offering, acknowledging 
it is an Essex Highways responsibility.  
 
Options  
 

1. Not to refill any of the SWTC salt bins with salt, once they are empty.  Once 
empty, Operatives will arrange for removal of bins   

2. To remove some SWTC salt bins, these could be those circled overleaf, as 
they are located on roads where an ECC bin is installed. For a significant 
reduction in the budget, 50% of the bins will need removing.  

3. Do not remove any SWTC salt bins and retain the budget provision.  
 
Recommendation 
 
For Committee to note this report 
For Committee to consider the most cost-efficient and effective strategy for future 
upkeep/replenishment costs noting the firm recommendation from the Budget WG to 
remove all bins once empty.   
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