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[Note, items in italics are repeats from last month, still unresolved] 

1. Flooding and drainage issues: 

a. South Road broken drain – slow progress unfortunately. Essex Highways finally closed 

the road so that their jetting crew could access the pipe. That discovered a blockage 

which they couldn’t remove. Unhelpfully it is at a deep point and so they need to use a 

specialist contractor to dig out the road and access the pipe; I’ve chased a number of 

times and am told that the contractor should now be coming on 9 May. I’ll report again 

once that visit has happened; 

b. Radwinter Rd / Thaxted Rd junction flooding – there is regularly flooding at the 

Radwinter Road pedestrian crossing because of a blocked drain gully. To clear the gully 

they need temporary traffic lights, and last time they turned up they couldn’t turn off 

the permanent ones temporarily (!). They are due to return but I haven’t got a date; 

2. LHP schemes: 

a. we finally had the LHP meeting on 11/4/24 and an update of sorts. The news is 

completely dismal: 

i. The overall funding is being cut and most of the money being taken away to a 

central pot which individual LHPs have to bid for. Our budget for this year is 

£115,000, which divided between the 4 county councillors in Uttlesford leaves 

less than £30,000 per councillor. It seems to cost at least £8k just to 

investigate even the simplest scheme, so the maximum that will achieve is an 

extremely small scheme delivered over a 2 year period; 

ii. None of the first stage scheme validations that I have been chasing for the last 

30 months have happened, so I can’t even put any schemes forward for the 

central pot; 

iii. All schemes which weren’t completed last year – which seems to be about 

75% of them – have had their funding withdrawn, and if we want them to 

proceed we will have to recommission them again this year and use the 

£115,000 which is this year’s budget; 

b. I also can’t get Essex Highways to show the slightest interest in spending available s.106 

funds on capital improvements and the Cabinet Member for Highways doesn’t answer 

any emails; 

c. In terms of the LHP schemes that were due for delivery by 31/3/23 but weren’t 

delivered: 

i. the TPOs for the market square regularisation and pedestrianisation – as you 

know I’ve been chasing for months / years now. I had a message from the LHP 

officer saying that we were now too late in the scheme for the regularisation to 

happen and that it would have to be postponed to the new financial year 

(despite it being Essex Highways fault for not getting the TRO correct). We have 

agreed to refund it for the current financial year; 



ii. On market square pedestrianisation, nothing seems to be happening. In theory 

it is being revisited but despite repeated chasing I can’t get any update. Georgia 

has also taken a turn at chasing with similar results; 

iii. Great Chesterford to SW cycle path – the revised scheme has supposedly been 

prepared but no-one can explain why it hasn’t been published yet; 

iv. Street clutter – the 2023/24 budget for removal of the signs seems to have been 

spent just on a plan to remove them (!). We need to refund actually to get the 

clutter removed, which we have done given the money already invested. Clearly 

this is one that we would never have bothered with if we’d known the way Essex 

Highways would handle it; 

d. There has been no progress at all on the other scheme validations, which have now been 

awaited since October 2022, particularly the pedestrian crossings. We were told in 

March that a new system was being put in place to clear the backlog of validations, but 

so far officers still have been given no information as to what is proposed 

e. Ross Close measures – as you know, the request for a zebra crossing was refused. I 

therefore instead applied for some traffic calming / chicane measures (on 14/11/23), but 

still no progress 

3. Highways matters affecting the parish 

a. Clearly the roads are getting worse and worse – I am chasing frequently but it’s getting 

harder and harder to get anything done; 

b. There is soon to be another Members Pothole Scheme. The last one obviously didn’t 

achieve very much, but it makes sense to utilise my full allowance and try to achieve 

some results, so please let me know if there are any you would like put forward. My last 

date for submissions is 31 May, so please let me have them in good time before then 

c. Thaxted Rd lighting – Georgia chases me regularly and I in turn chase Essex Highways 

regularly as to when the Thaxted Rd lights will be restored to operation, but I can’t get 

anything out of Essex Highways. Sorry; 

d. I have had more recent complaints about parking on the Thaxted Rd completely 

obstructing the pavement, and hopefully the police have taken action;  


